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Another exciting  
Winter Bazaar is over
IWC Moscow’s traditional Winter Bazaar 
organisation has hosted 56 countries this year!

Get ready for the 21st 
Embassies of the World 
Dinner and Ball
Look for elegant Art Deco lines or shimmery 
flapper styles because this edition's theme is: 
ROARING 20s! 



Contents

3

Letter from the President
“My dear friends…” 

4 

Save the Date!
Mark your calendars for 
Meet&Greet,Coffee Mornings, 
Professional Women’s Evening and 
the Embassies of the World Dinner 
and Ball!  

14

Inside the Club Interview 
10 questions to Jane Fischer 

21

Meet&Greet Reviews 
Reviews of Meet&Greet events from 
October and November 2016 

22

PWE Review
Review of Professional Women’s 
Evening from November 2016 

22

About IWC
Brief information on the Club’s 
mission and activities 

23

Inside the Club
Steering Committee Vacancies and 
Credits  

Winter Bazaar 2016

IWC Moscow’s largest charity event of the year, 
continued to attract thousands on its 28th 
anniversary!

5

Newsletter

Thank You Lunch for Embassies

Review of the Thank You Lunch for the embassies 
who took part in turning our charity event into 
huge success.

11

Moscow Info: Valenki

All about the typical Russian winter boots, how 
they are made and what makes valenki really 
Russian

18

Out and About: Gorky House Museum

A glimpse to the famous writer’s life and a visit to a 
small architectural wonder

20

The Roaring 20’s
Ball

The International Women’s Club of Moscow
invites you to

21ST EMBASSIES OF THE WORLD DINNER AND BALL

Saturday 25th March 2017
HOTEL METROPOL

   For more information and ticket reservation visit 
www.iwcmoscow.ru

Dinner & Ball - 10,000 rub
Ball Only - 7,000 rub

Invitation for the upcoming EDB 

Mark your calendars for the Embassies of the World 
Dinner and Ball 2017 and get ready for this year’s 
theme of Roaring 20s!

13

Review: IWC Charity Events

A brief information on IWC Charity Team’s 
activities and note on upcoming events 

16



My dear friends, 

Once again with your generous 
help, time and energy we 
organised the Winter Bazaar. 
Together we made somebody's 
life better, we helped those who 
needed to be helped.  

That is why I would like 
personally to thank all the 
embassies and all the businesses 
for kindly donating their funds 
for such a great cause. 

My sincere appreciation to the 
members of the IWC Steering 
Committee and the members of 
the IWC Charity Board, the 
volunteers and performers for all 
their hard work in making this 
event happen. 

I wanted to say just a few words about the reason why we are all here: 
We chose to organise the Winter Bazaar to raise money for supporting 
charities in the Russian Federation. Let me also remind you that IWC has 
been doing this for the past 28 years in a row. Why are we doing it? 

Because the greatest happiness on earth lies in making others happy. 

I am so impressed to see how you make people's lives more meaningful 
by bringing smiles to the faces of the less fortunate. 

While I was in hospital after giving birth, I was thinking about how lucky 
we are that we can afford decent medical care and that my kids have a 
full and loving family. But not all of us are so lucky. For me personally- 
charity is simple giving. Give everything that is worth giving. Give 
whatever is possible - money, clothes, education, sometimes just a 
shoulder, but most importantly your time. You will be remembered for 
ever. At the end of the day, we are not judged by the number of 
certificates we have received or by the number of awards, but the 
number of lives we have touched. That is what will define us as humans. 
That is what our club is doing and will continue to do by supporting 
charities and not expecting anything in return. 

Once again I am really appreciative for all you have contributed. 

I hope you had great holidays and ready to thrive in the year ahead! 

Sincerely yours, 
President IWC Moscow 
Victoria Šeligo

Contacts

General Inquiries:
iwcgeneralofficer@gmail.com

Membership:
iwcmembership@gmail.com

Interest Groups:
iwcigmoscow@gmail.com

Donations Office:
iwccharity.do@gmail.com 

Public Relations:
iwcmoscowpr@gmail.com

IWC Newsletter:
iwcm.news@gmail.com

IWC Partnership:
iwcsponsorship@gmail.com 

IWC Charity Chairs:
iwccharities@gmail.com 

IWC Charities Public Relations:
iwc.pr.charity@gmail.com 

Charity Volunteering:
iwccharityvol@gmail.com 

The IWC is here for all of us, and 
we want to know how we are 
doing, and what we can do better.  

You are more than welcomed to 
contact us for queries, tips, 
comments and suggestions. 

Newsletter

Letter from the 
President
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Meet&Greet

Professional Women’s Evening
Please save the date for our next “Professional Women’s Evening”        
event to be held 30 January 2017, Monday between 19:00 - 21:00. 

The guest speaker of the month is Ms. Joanna Ward who will make a  
presentation on 'Expecting the Unexpected’.  

Please note that there is a change in the venue: 

The event will take place at Russian Language School, Old Arbat street. 

4

Embassies’ of the World Dinner and Ball
Mark your calendars for IWC’s traditional Embassies’ Dinner and 

Ball to be held on 25 March 2017, Saturday at the Metropol Hotel. 

 Purchase your tickets from upcoming IWC meetings and get ready 
to enjoy a night with a twist of 1920s!     

 

Save the date for the “Meet&Greet” events organised once a month: 

19 January 2017, Thursday at the Lithuanian Embassy 

16 February 2017, Thursday at the Metropol Hotel 

 also a sign-in opportunity for Interest Groups 

23 March 2017, Thursday, at the Japanese Embassy Residence 

Coffee Mornings

Come join us at our “Coffee Mornings” for a warm chat and 
opportunity to meet new friends. 

The Coffee Mornings are held twice a month at Le Pain Quotidien  on 
Bolshaya Sadovaya 2/46 from 10:00 – 12:00 noon.  

(M. Mayakovskaya or Barrikadnaya) 

Coffee, tea, snacks are served by courtesy of  
Le Pain Quotidien and IWC. 

Upcoming Coffee Morning Dates:  4 and 14 February 2017 
4 and 14 March 2017 
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IWC Moscow’s 
largest charity event 
of the year, continued 
to attract thousands 
on its 
28th anniversary

5

IWC Moscow’s largest charity event of the year and a 
popular shopping attraction for Muscovites, as well as 
the IWC members, continued to attract thousands of 
visitors this year as well.  

The event took place on 26 November 2016, 
Saturday at Radisson Slavyanskaya Hotel, was 
organised by the members of the IWC, with the 

support over 100 volunteers, and held under the 
patronage of the IWC president, Mrs. Victoria Seligo, 
wife of the Ambassador of Slovenia to Russia.   

Around 4,000 visitors enjoyed the bazaar. The visitors 
included dignitaries from the government, diplomatic 
society, businessmen, artists, expats, and locals. 

Italy Stall



The IWC is proud to announce that an amount of 6.3 
million rubles was generated at the bazaar. Profits 
from the funds raised will be used to support the 
IWC's charitable projects. The bazaar was able to 
raise money through sales of several items provided 
by 56 Embassies and businesses. 

These included national art, crafts, souvenirs, national 
dishes, and other fascinating products. Embassies and 
businesses also donated many attractive raffle prizes, 

which formed the main attraction amongst our 
visitors.  

The stands decorated with fabulous crafts, goods, 
food and drinks all around the world, gave the visitors 
a feeling of a mini world tour. 

Attendees at the bazaar also had an opportunity to 
enjoy national dances and performances by various 
artists throughout the day. 

7AEIeG BaNaaG 2o16
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Tanzania, Indonesia and Belgium
Stalls
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IWC Members from left to right:
 (Above) Neelam Garg (General Officer),
Viktoria  Seligo (President), 
Jeanine Sich (Charities Co-Chair);

(Below) Danielle Kuznetsov (Charities 
Co-Chair); Anu Gujral (EDB Co-Chair)

From top to bottom:
Moldova, Hungary, 
Poland, Turkey and 

Slovenia stalls 
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Supporting Embassies:

The International Women's Club of Moscow expresses its deepest gratitude to all the supporting embassies, 
businesses, volunteers, performers and participants of the event  

and look forward to seeing you again in 2017! 
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Winter Bazaar               
Silver Partner:

Winter Bazaar                      
Bronze Partners:

English International School 
(E.I.S.) has been bringing the 
best of British Education focused 
on achieving excellent academic 
results for 10 years. 
Our outstanding academic 
results and our membership to 
CIS (Council of International 
Schools) and COBIS (Council 
O f B r i t i s h I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
S c h o o l s ) c o n t i n u e s t o 
demonstrate our excellence. 
English International School 
is part of an internationally 
expanding network cal led 
Orbital based in Manchester 
(UK).

Rosinka International Residential 
Compound- cozy and comfortable 
residences for the whole family. We 
offer top level security, international 
level of service, 24-hour assistance 
and a welcoming and comfortable 
community. The spirit of community 
distinguishes Rosinka through the 
atmosphere of companionship. 
"Rosinka" - is not only a comfortable 
home, but a unique combination of 
services, a sense of security for you 
and your family, an interesting life for 
everyone and an opportunity to meet 
new friends.
Rosinka International Residential Compound is not only Your Home in 
Russia, but your lifestyle! 
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You may contact IWC Moscow to become an IWC’s partner through: 
iwcsponsorship@gmail.com

Photo Credits: Anatolii Lagutin
Natalia Inkina
Irem Sunar Ozat

Winter Bazaar         
Partners:

200 winners went home happy 
with their raffle prizes by the end of the day. 



RevAeL: ThaEB You LuEch  
foG Ihe ED:assAes

The Winter Bazaar of 2016 was an absolute success 
in terms of the funds raised for the charity projects, 
high number of visitors and the variety of products 
sold during the day. This could not have been 
achieved without the earnest support of the 56 
Embassies in Moscow.   

In order to show our gratitude, on December 8th 
2016, the IWC Moscow with the support of 
Eisenberg, organised a special “Thank You Lunch” for 
all the embassy representatives who took part in 
turning our charity event into a huge success. We 
were grateful to host 95 representatives from 36 
embassies out of the 56 that participated in the 
Winter Bazaar of 2016. 

During the event, IWC Moscow’s President Victoria 
Seligo presented the results of the Bazaar in detail 
and the IWC Charities Team had the opportunity to 
give more insight into the charity projects that will be 
supported with the funds raised.  

The event was organised with the kind support of 
Eisenberg who also provided opportunities for the 
guests to enjoy a professional presentation of 
Eisenberg Care and Eisenberg Fragrance products, 
professional hand massage treats and individual 
presents. 
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The Roaring 20’s
Ball

The International Women’s Club of Moscow
invites you to

21ST EMBASSIES OF THE WORLD DINNER AND BALL

Saturday 25th March 2017
HOTEL METROPOL

   For more information and ticket reservation visit 
www.iwcmoscow.ru

Dinner & Ball - 10,000 rub
Ball Only - 7,000 rub
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21st Embassies of the World Dinner and Ball will be held on the 25th of March, 2017.  
Until then, look for elegant Art Deco lines or shimmery flapper styles because  

this edition's theme is: 

ROARING 20s! 

The tickets are available at IWC events.  
For more information, visit: www.iwcmoscow.ru 

.EvAIaIAoE: 
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 Jane, when did you arrive in Moscow?  

I arrived in Moscow 6 years ago, it was my first 
experience of expat life.   My husband was the only expat 
in the company so we had no support whatsoever.  

 What were your first impressions of Moscow?  

We lived on Arbat, I'll never forget my first morning stroll 
along there. It was extremely disconcerting being unable 
to understand the Cyrillic alphabet, I couldn't read any 
shop signs and grocery shopping was very confusing. The 
Arbat metro station was a nightmare with four lines 
connecting and back then there were no helpful signs in 
English on the floor! But I managed with help and 
encouragement from the expat ladies I met. 

 How did you get involved in IWC? 

Fortunately, both the British & American women's clubs 
met on Arbat so I was able to find them easily and joined 
immediately. Everyone recommended I join IWC too, 

especially for its wide range of activities and 
monthly general meetings.  A friend brought me to 
my first meeting, introduced me to a few ladies 

and I never looked back. From then on I always made a 
point of introducing myself to someone new each time I 
went to an IWC meeting. I really enjoyed the opportunity 
of getting to know ladies from so many different countries, 
with so many different experiences.  

What has surprised you most about working with 
IWC? 

One lady I met had agreed to chair the committee 
organising the Winter Bazaar and asked me to join her. I 
had NO idea what a huge event it was but along with the 
other ladies who stepped up to the organising committee 
we managed to pull it off. I was surprised that whilst none 
of us had prior experience of organising this event, the 
combination of each individual person's skills and 
enthusiasm made it a success. It was hard work but we 
had a great sense of accomplishment when the doors 
opened and the people began to shop and enjoy 
themselves.  I also got involved in organising our summer 
trips in conjunction with the British and American 
women's groups. These day trips had been a wonderful 
experience for me during my first summer in Moscow. As 
most of our interest groups stop during the summer 
months, these trips gave me the opportunity to not only 
visit places I would not be able to get to by myself but 
gave me yet another chance to stay connected with fellow 
expats. I wanted other ladies to share these positive 
experiences so I agreed to help out to make sure the trips 
continued. 

What’s the best thing that happened to you in 
Moscow? 

The best thing about my time in Moscow has been the 
opportunity to see more of Moscow and Russia. I 
encourage you to take a weekend trip, via train to the 
ancient golden ring towns of Vladimir & Suzdal or Kazan, 
capital of the Tartarstan region, it has an amazing  

I'm braver than I thought. I've 
grown so much in my 6 years 
here. Moscow is a challenging 

city and it can be a scary prospect but 
get out there and be part of it. I promise 
if you say "yes" to half the opportunities 
that present themselves, you will be a 
stronger, richer and wiser person for the 
experience.

Ten questions for 
Jane Fisher 
This month we have to say goodbye to a 
very active and supportive member of our 
Club. After 6 years Jane Fisher will leave 
Moscow. You may have met her during 
one of the wonderful summer trips she 
organised or in one of the many Interest 
Groups she was involved in. While she 
was packing for her move to Paris, she 
made some time to answer our 10 
questions, looking back at her time in 
Moscow.

by Mireille Vrouenraets

.7C .EsAde Ihe CCu: .EIeGvAeL
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Kremlin.   Go further afield to Siberia and Lake Baikal, 
seeing it in its frozen winter glory is a must.   Visit St. 
Petersburg without the crowds, go in the winter, the 
Hermitage, other museums and palaces are virtually 
empty. Moscow's parks and their delights in Spring, 
Summer & Fall are obvious but they're a must in Winter. 
Even, if like me, you cannot ice skate or ski they are well 
worth it - how about a spin around an outdoor dance 
floor on a Sunday afternoon with your fellow Muscovites? 
I love to walk around the city, our walking groups have 
been a great resource which I've often shared with my 
husband and retraced walks at weekends. 

 What do you wish other people knew about IWC? 

You will make a friendship(s) that will continue long after 
you leave Moscow. 

You also worked for some of the other Women’s 
Organisations in Moscow, what do you think are the 
differences between the clubs? 

Being useful, getting involved in the clubs at committee 
level is a great way to feel productive. I benefited SO 
much from our expat clubs and somewhat reluctantly 
agreed to step up and work on the committees of both the 
British and American clubs. I had no experience 
whatsoever of working on a committee but I truly enjoyed 
it and made some of my closest friends. 
These   two clubs are much smaller than 
IWC and don't have the challenges that 
IWC has. When working with your own 
country's club, not only do you share a 
common language but you have a shared 
cultural and social background. It's harder 
at IWC when you are asking ladies to come 
together, manage a club and get things 
done whilst communicating in a language 
that is often not their first and who may not 
share similar cultures or backgrounds. But it 
is SO worth it and I would encourage 
anyone reading this to get involved, 
whether with IWC or your individual 
country's club or even at interest group 
level by offering to organise or host.  

What do you like to do in your free 
time? 

I've discovered hidden strengths, talents 
and skills through the club's interest groups. I renewed my 
ability to knit, learnt to crotchet, tried my hand at 
mosaics, watercolor painting, silver jewelry making, Lino 
cutting & printing, Nordic walking, cross country skiing 
and yoga. I've also become a creative cook, no longer a 
recipe follower; this is the bright side of being limited to 
using ingredients on hand. 

What is the most valuable lesson you learned 
living in Moscow? 

I'm braver than I thought. I've grown so much in my 6 
years here. Moscow is a challenging city and it can be a 
scary prospect but get out there and be part of it. I 
promise if you say "yes" to half the opportunities that 
present themselves you will be a stronger, richer and 
wiser person for the experience. 

Is there anything you would like to advise 
newcomers to Moscow? 

My advice to Newcomers is, ask questions, your fellow 
club members have a wealth of knowledge and 
experience that they are always happy to share. 
Smartphone Apps make life in Moscow easier. I use the 
buses a lot and the Yandex transport app is fab. It not only 
shows where you are in relation to bus stops, shows when 
the next bus is due but will hi light the route of each bus 
so you can see where they go. Although not as speedy 
and efficient as the Metro the buses are a great way to get 
to know the city. Our Facebook group is also a great 
resource which shares information our ladies might be 
interested in. 

Farewell ladies, enjoy Moscow, I certainly did! 

Thank you Jane for answering our 10 questions. We wish 
you all the best for the future and hope to meet you 
again, it’s a small world after all! 
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International Volunteer Day -  
5 December 2016  

We take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who have an open heart 
and share your time with our charities. Thank you for your kindness, knowledge, 
energy and invaluable help. 

Christmas concerts by Moscow International Choir  

On 6th and 16th of December, in St. Andrew’s Anglican Church Moscow, the 
Moscow International Choir organised two Christmas concert to bring the 
holiday spirit. They performed Gioachino Rossini's Petite Messe solennelle as 
well as a collection of Christmas carols - both traditional favourites and 
contemporary tunes. The funds collected will be donated to support IWC 
Charities projects. We are very grateful for this. 

Concert in aid of Speransky Hospital Fund -  
15 November 2016 

It was a concert organised to support the medical treatment of burned children 
in a state hospital. It is one of the Russian funds that IWC Charities is proud to 
support. Some of the children treated there have total body burns, which 
requires long term rehabilitation and costly, imported medical materials.

Sheredar opened a rehabilitation park for 
seriously ill children -  

16 November 2016  
IWC, with the help of our donors, has 
helped Sheredar to settle down a high-ropes 
for wheelchairs. The opening ceremony was 
filmed and shown in the Russian TV, 
channel 1. Sheredar Fund/ Фонд 
Шередарь is an organisation, which 
conducts psychosocial rehabilitation 
programmes for children who suffered 
oncological and haematological disease. 
During the programmes, the kids participate 
in different activities that help them to 
overcome the fear of failure, achieve 
success and feel themselves strong and 
independent. To find out more, go to:               
http://www.sheredar.ru/en/about-us 
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Donation Office is open weekly  

The projects supported by the IWC Charities are looking for some 
specific items: 
sofa, gas stove, fridge. The recipients arrange the pick-up themselves. 
IWC Charity accepts clothes, baby cots, trolleys, car seats and adult stuff 
too.  Just please remember to have it clean and in good condition. 
                       
Please, contact us at: iwccharity.do@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Charity Event:    Charity collection for Vasya family 

During the January M&G, a charity collection will be held for a Russian 
family in great need. Together we want to help these beautiful, loving 
parents, who have their own 3 children and decided to adopt 5 others. 
They will give them a home and care, which they never experienced 
before, but they lack the financial support.  

Together with our members, we want to organise a collection of goods, 
which could help this family. The girls are: 2, 13 & 17 years old; the boys 
are 3 months,  3 and 4 years, 2 years (but due to sickness only 6kg weight, 
so the size would be 12-18 months). 

 More details will follow before M&G. 
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VALENKI, 
the typical 
Russian winter 
boots 
By Mireille Vrouenraets

In a small, one room, 
museum near Paveletsky 
metro station in Moscow, 
v i s i t o r s c a n l e a r n 
everything they want to 
know about ‘valenki’, the 
traditional Russian felt 
boots. The thing that 
makes valenki really 
Russian is the fact that 
they are comple te ly 
seamless.  

Valenki were an essential part of the Russian national 
winter costume. They can be worn without calashes 
(rubber cover shoes) outside in the dry snow. It is not 
advisable to wear them in wet weather though, 
because they will shrink! Valenki used to save Russian 
soldiers from being frozen to death, during WW II and 
it would have been completely impossible to carry 
out expeditions to the new regions of the North and 
South Poles without them. 

The word ‘valenki’ is derived from the Russian 
verb that describes the way of making the felt 
boots. Valenki were first made from sheep’s 

wool that had been compressed by hand until it 
turned into felt. To make the wool thick and dense, 
you had to roll it ‘valyat’ in Russian, with a rolling 
pin. 

The original valenki are (still) made by hand. After the 
wool is combed it is spread out in layers on top of the 
pattern of the boot-to-be, this looks like a giant sock. 
Then this sock is dipped into a vessel of hot (80 
degrees Celsius) water, causing the wool to become 
more compact. The ‘sock’ shrinks to as much as 1/3 of 
the original size!  

MoscoL .Efo: 6aCeEBA
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FACTS SHEET:
Address: 2-y 
Kozhevnicheskiy 
pereulok12, 115114, 
Moscow.  
Phone: 8 (910) 402-59-13 
E-Mail: elvira-
valenki@yandex.ru 
(guide) 
Internet: official web site 
www.gorizont.org/muzey/  
Working hours: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday 11.00 - 17.30  
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The museum does not only explain the history 
(interesting old movie) and technology of making 
valenki, but it also shows a large collection of 
different models of felt boots, ranging from 
embroidered items from the end of the 19th century 
to those worn by the Olympic team during the 
Olympic Games of 2002, the boots of General 
Zhukov as well as some creations by modern 
designers.  

Next to the museum is a large shop where you can 
browse and buy valenki in all shapes and sizes.   

The ‘master’ boot-maker rolls each ‘valenok’ (a single 
felt boot) by hand until he has a perfectly seamless 
boot. This process requires real skill, it takes about 
five years for an apprentice to become master. To 
finalise the product a wooden shoe tree is stuffed in 
each valenok, in order to give it it's final shape and 
size. There is no difference between a left or a right 
boot, only by wearing them you can tell the 
difference after a while. 

It is claimed that wearing valenki for some hours a 
day is very healthy, it can help your blood circulation 
because of the natural working of the wool. 
Nowadays there are also machine-made valenki. The 
material used in the process is impregnated with 
chemicals and it is not as soft and supple as the 
handmade valenki.
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A visit to the 
Gorky House 
Museum
by Bianca Tutur

Visiting the Gorky House Museum in Moscow is 
actually a visit to two places of interest. There is the 
museum of course, displaying well preserved books 
and letters from the writer and a lot of photos of 
Maxim Gorky and some young would-be writers.  

But there is also this extraordinary building. The 
architect Fjodor Schechtel designed the house in 
Malaja Nikitskaja 6/2 around 1900. He was the most 
famous architect of Moscow Art Nouveau and the 
villa was his showcase. He built it for the patron (of 
the arts) and millionaire Stepan Rjabusinski. 
Rjabusinski himself tenanted the house until he had 
to emigrate after the revolution.  

 In 1931 Stalin provided the house to Gorky after he 
remorsefully returned to the Soviet Union. Maxim 
Gorky lived and worked there for five years and he 
died there in 1936. From the 1960's a museum was 

opened in this interesting building. The inside 
of the villa is spectacular and visual with 
intricately designed walls and ceilings, 

colourful glass windows and engraved door frames. 
The highlight is the rolling staircase made with 
polished limestone (or chalk???) and bronze lamps 
which are jellyfish-shaped. 

When Maxim Gorky lived there he was no longer the 
famous author – he wrote only one novel and one 
play there. But the soviet government made use of his 
fame of former days and he was their propaganda 
tool, and he had to be this because he was the 
president of the soviet writer's association. There is a 
large collection of personal items belonging to the 
author including his personal library with some first 
editions which invite visitors to come and have a look 
inside.  
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Even though the first snow hit Moscow really 
hard on the day of the IWC Meet&Greet on 
November 10th, more than 200 members and 
guests came to join the first M&G at the 
Slovakian Embassy, Moscow. As 2016 was the 
year of Slovakia holding the Presidency of the 
EU Council, H.E. Ambassador Peter Priputen 
emphasized in his welcome speech how proud 
he was to host this international event. 
Madame Petra Priputenova enchanted the 
crowd by sharing interesting and valuable facts 
about Slovakia. With great UNESCO World 

Heritages of architecture, nature and even an 
instrument, the Fujara.  The relatively small country offers a diverse range of exceptional and fascinating things 
to see and do. 

Entertainment was important at this meeting: For the first time IWC invited the professional Art Quartet to play 
classical background music; the Embassy contributed with the free flow of Slovakian beer and had also 
organised a sale of traditional glass objects.  The IWC organisers opted for the onsite catering of the Slovakian 
restaurant in order to offer typical snacks. 

The Speransky Hospital Fund - one of the IWC Charities - was present. Director Mikhail Kazbekov introduced 
the Children’s Hospital No 9, an emergency clinic for all specialities. With 1,020 beds it is one of the biggest 
paediatric clinics in Moscow. The Paediatric Burn Centre every year treats more than 1,500 children with severe 
burns, while the Speransky Fund is involved with several projects like Medical staff exchange programme, 
Equipment of playrooms or the "Burned Children’s Club and Camp“ for kids discharged from the hospital. 

In order to support the IWC charities, M&G organises a raffle at their monthly gathering.  This time Charity Co-
Chair Danielle Kusnetsov and her team were able to sell raffle tickets worth 50.000 Rubles, which thanks 
to the generous donations of prizes from the IWC partners, goes straight into the IWC charity pot. 

On the 20th of October 2016 the Cultural Centre of our long term partner GlavUpDK kindly hosted our second 
Meet&Greet of the season. Our members and guests enjoyed the lovely selection of pastries and were able to 
admire and buy wonderful artwork and gifts. 

We would like to thank the vendors who were 
present at the meeting. Some of the artists were 
acknowledged for their artwork and received a 
certificate from GlavUpDK during our meeting. Our 
president Victoria Seligo had the honour of 
presenting the certificates to the artists. 

We also cleaned out our stock and held a Garage 
Sale. We raised 18.470 RR for our IWC Charity 
Projects, thank you to all our contributors! 

MeeI GGeeI RevAeL: 
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Th e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women’s Club is the 
largest women’s club in 
M o s c o w f r o m a l l 
around the world. Our 
membership consists 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y o f 
diplomats’ spouses, 
w o m e n wh o h av e 
joined their partners in 

Moscow on business assignments and female 
business professionals in their own right. This year we 
have over 400 members representing around 110 
countries! 

The purpose of the Club is to promote friendship and 
to further cultural activities among women of all 
nationalities residing in Moscow and to raise funds to 
be donated to charitable activities in Moscow, Russia.  

With the intention to provide social opportunities for 
camaraderie, culture, and the sharing of mutual 
interests among members, and to extend support and 

information to newcomers, the following 
activities are held regularly:  

- Monthly Meet&Greets  

- Twice a month Coffee Mornings 

-  Monthly Professional Women’s Evenings  

- Around 50 Interest Groups covering activities under 
8 thematic areas.   

With the intention to raise funds for financial and 
material support of local charity projects the 
following events take place:  

- Winter Bazaar at Radisson Slavyanskaya Hotel 
(November 26, 2016)  

-  Embassies of the World Dinner & Ball (25 March 
2017)  

The raised funds go to the IWC Charity Board, which 
supports and monitors over 40 projects (around 20 
charities) annually to provide assistance to those in 
need in Moscow and nearby regions.  

You can read more about the Club on our website: 
www.iwcmoscow.ru  
and follow us from our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/IWCMoscow 

Despite the cold weather, on November 22nd, 2016, the 
IWC Professional Women's evening with Mrs.Despina 
Poulou, (Deputy Head of Mission, Minister-Counsellor of the 
Greek Embassy) was a warm, inspiring presentation. She 
shared very personal experiences in great stories of different 
periods in her life. Her key words were about being 
independent, being Greek, and being a wife and mother. We 
struggle to find a balance and we sacrifice. She concluded 
by saying that we have to «Be true to ourselves, not just to 
the others”. There were of course a lot of questions and 
discussion. Thank you again Mrs.Poulou and Cécile Rogue 
for hosting this event. 

PGofessAoEaC 7oDeEPs EveEAEg 
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VACANCIES

There is a lot you can do with your skills and 
experience, and there is a lot you can gain in 
return when you take part in different roles in 
IWC.  

Please take a closer look at the list of vacancies 
a n d s e n d a n e - m a i l t o 
iwcgeneralofficer@gmail.com or contact our 
Steering Committee members at one of our 
meetings if you’re interested in taking part in IWC 
team. 

A full list of vacancies and a description of the 
responsibilities, is available on the IWC website: 
www.iwcmoscow.ru    

General Officer 
Embassies Dinner and Ball Co-Chair 
Charities Administrative Officer 
Charities Co-Treasurer 
Charities Lead Coordinator EAD 
Winter Bazaar Co-Chair 
Website Co-Editor 
Professional Women's Evening Chair 
Professional Women's Evening Assistant 
PR Assistant 
Partnership (Sponsorship) Assistant 
Treasurer Assistant 
Newsletter Assistant 
Interest Groups Assistant  

CREDITS 

The international Women’s Club of Moscow 
Newsletter is published three times a year, and 
distributed at general meetings, coffee mornings, 
emailed to our members and posted on our IWC 
website.  

We welcome your ideas, contributions and own 
photographs to make our Newsletter more 
interesting. The deadline for submissions to the 
Spring issue is 10 March 2016.  

Editor-in-Chief:  
Irem Sunar-Ozat 
Newsletter Assistant: 
Mireille Vrouenraets  
Layout Design: 
Irem Sunar-Ozat  
Proofreader: 
Maire Heffernan 
Writers: 
Mireille Vrouenraets
Mirjam Severin, 
Bianca Turtur 
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С В А Д Е Б Н Ы Й  К А Т А Л О Г
Плтье неесты, костюм жених, оуь, ксессуры

www.happysvadba.ru    |    facebook.com/HappySvadba.ru    |    vk.com/happy_svadba 151Счастливая СВАДЬБА


